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This purpose of this presentation is to:

• Get a clear understanding of drug/alcohol questions on the GPRA survey.

• Understand how questions on the test are connected and must have consistent 
responses. 

• Avoid discrepancies before submission. 

SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE

IMAGES TO REMEMBER
When this image is present during the presentation, a discrepancy exists, and you must
avoid it. Ensure the discrepancy documented is not on the survey before submission. 

When this image is present during the presentation, the response to the question(s) does 
not have a discrepancy and will pass the quality assurance rev iew by DBH staff. The survey
can be submitted.
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE

Section 
B

• Question 1
• Question 2

Section 
C

• Question 3
• Question 4
• Question 5

Section 
E • Question 4

Section B 
Question 

1

This section measures alcohol and drug 
use in the past 30 days. 

Questions in SECTION B 
should be cross-

checked with other 
questions in the same 
section, and questions 
in other sections of the 

survey. 
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE –
B1a, B1b1 and B1b2

The intent of 
questions B1a, B1b1, 
and B1b2 is to record 
information about the 
client’s recent alcohol 
use. Record the 
number of days the 
client used alcohol in 
the last 30 days, only. 
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE –
B1a, B1b1 and B1b2

B1a – Any alcohol – Beer, 
wine, liquor, grain alcohol.

B1a - This represents the 
total number of days 

alcohol was used, whether 
5+ drinks or 4 or fewer. 
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE –
B1a, B1b1 and B1b2

B1b1 – Refers to the client 
drinking five or more drinks in 
one sitting or within a brief 
period (approximately one 
to two hours). 

B1b2 – If the client had four 
or fewer drinks in one sitting 

and felt the effects of 
alcohol, it counts as alcohol 
to intoxication. If the client 

had four or fewer drinks and 
did not feel high, this should 

be zero. 

B1b1 & B1b2 – These questions can be considered a 
more detailed version of B1a. The responses given 
(collectively or individually), cannot be more than 
B1a. 
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

16 is more than 15

B1a reflects the client 
reported ‘any’ alcohol 

use for 15 days. This 
means, B1b1 and B1b2 

cannot be more than 15. 

B1b2 reflecting 16 implies 
the client used alcohol for 
16 days, which contradicts 

15 days of ‘any’ use 
reported in B1a. 

B1b1 and B1b2 Cannot be More than B1a 
EXAMPLE #1 
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Alcohol Use Formula

B1b1 + B1b2  ≤ B1a

Meaning: B1b1 + B1b2 must be less 
than or equal to B1a. This means, B1b1 
+ B1b2 cannot be more than B1a.  

EXAMPLE # 2 

EXAMPLE WITH EQUATION

B1b1 + B1b2

7 + 10 = 17 

17 > 𝟏𝟏𝟏𝟏
In this example B1b1 + B1b2 is more 

than B1a, which violates the 
formula. 
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Alcohol Use Formula

B1b1 + B1b2  ≤ B1a

Meaning: B1b1 + B1b2 must be 
less than or equal to B1a. This 
means, B1b1 + B1b2 cannot be 
more than B1a.  

EXAMPLE #3

EXAMPLE WITH EQUATION

B1b1 + B1b2

0 + 10 = 10 

10 > 𝟎𝟎

If B1a reflects 0, B1b1 and B1b2 
cannot reflect a number greater 

than 0. B1b1 and B1b2 should 
have been skipped. 

EXAMPLE WITH EQUATION
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Key to Avoid Alcohol Use Discrepancies

• Remember the alcohol use 
formula: B1b1 + B1b2  ≤ B1a.

• Actively engage in the interv iew. 

• If B1a is 0, all subsequent alcohol 
questions should be skipped. 

• If responses do not add up, 
rev isit the question with the client 
(during the interv iew) to ensure 
there is a clear understanding of 
what is being asked. 

If a GPRA survey is 
submitted and the 
alcohol discrepancies 
were not avoided, the 
survey will be returned to 
the provider for 
corrections. 
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

The responses given for 
B1a and B1c directly 
relate to B1d. Before 

proceeding to Question 
B2, ensure all 

subsequent responses 
are consistent with B1d. 

Question B1a & B1c                       Question B1d  
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Maxed Out - 30 Days 
Concept

Question B1 is based on a 30-
day period. If the client used 
alcohol or illegal drugs for 30 
days and used the other for less 
than 30 days, the number of 
days found in B1d must always
be the lowest number of days 
found in either alcohol or drugs. 

EXAMPLE #1 

B1d cannot be a number other than the 
lowest number found between B1a and B1c.
Since the lowest number in this example is 5, 

B1d cannot be 25. 

Question B1d – Both Alcohol and drugs 
(on the same day)

Question B1a & B1c                       Question B1d  
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Maxed Out - 30 Days 
Concept

Question B1 is based on a 30-
day period. If the client used 
alcohol or illegal drugs for 30 
days and used the other for less 
than 30 days, the number of 
days found in B1d must always
be the lowest number of days 
found in either alcohol or drugs. 

EXAMPLE #2 

Since the minimum number of days 
in this example is five (for B1a), B1d 

must be five. 

Question B1d – Both Alcohol and drugs 
(on the same day)

Lowest

Question B1a & B1c                       Question B1d  



One Agency. One Mission. One Voice.

District of Columbia Department of Behavioral Health

SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Maxed Out - 30 Day Concept Calendar View

Question B1d – Both Alcohol and 
drugs (on the same day)

Illegal drug use (30 days) Alcohol use (5 days) 

To determine B1d, use 
symbols to represent drug 

use and alcohol use. 
Place symbols on each 

calendar day to represent 
the number of days drugs 
and alcohol were used, 

individually. 

Count the number of days 
you see both symbols. This 
will give you the answer to 

B1d.

B1d = 5 days 
Both color Xs are on five days

EXAMPLE #2 
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

B1d cannot be more days than 
what is found in B1a or B1c

If the client did not report 
using alcohol or drugs 

(individually) for the number 
of days found in B1d, there is 
no way the client used both 
on the number of days listed.  

B1d cannot be more than five days 
because the client used alcohol and 

drugs (individually) for five days. 

Question B1a & B1c                       Question B1d  

EXAMPLE # 3 
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Question B1d – Both Alcohol and 
drugs (on the same day)

Illegal drug use (5 days) Alcohol use (5 days) 

Calendar View

B1d = Five Days

The most # of days you 
can have in B1d is not 

more than the number of 
days found in B1a or B1c. 

EXAMPLE #4
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

B1d can be zero. 

If B1a and B1c 
have low enough 
numbers, B1d can 
be zero. 

It’s possible the client’s alcohol and 
drug use were on separate days. 

EXAMPLE # 5 
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Question B1d – Both Alcohol and 
drugs (on the same day)

Illegal drug use (5 days) Alcohol use (5 days) 

B1d can be zero

Calendar View

B1d = Zero Days

In this example, the 
client used alcohol and 
drugs (individually) on 

different days. 

EXAMPLE # 5 
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

B1d cannot be zero, formula  
B1a + B1c - 30

Instructions
Step 1: Add B1a + B1c

Step 2: Take the sum of Step 1 
and subtract 30 from it

Step 3: B1d should at least be 
Step 1 – Step 2

Add 1st

EXAMPLE # 6

B1a + B1c – 30 

15 + 16 – 30

31 – 30 = 1 

B1d should 
at least be 1

Not 0
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Question B1d – Both Alcohol and 
drugs (on the same day)

Alcohol use (15 days) 

Calendar View

Step 1: To determine 
the lowest number for 
B1d, begin filling up 
calendar days for 
Alcohol Use, first. 

B1d Cannot be Zero: Minimum Number EXAMPLE # 6
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Question B1d – Both Alcohol and 
drugs (on the same day)

Illegal drug use (16 days) Alcohol use (15 days) 

B1d Cannot be Zero: Minimum Number Calendar View

Step 2: Begin filling up 
calendar days for drug 

use. Start by filling empty 
days first to determine if 
you can have zero days 

for B1d.

EXAMPLE # 6
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Question B1d – Both Alcohol and 
drugs (on the same day)

Illegal drug use (16 days) Alcohol use (15 days) 

B1d Cannot be Zero: Minimum Number Calendar View

B1d = One Day

EXAMPLE # 6
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Question B1d – Both Alcohol and 
drugs (on the same day)

Illegal drug use (16 days) Alcohol use (15 days) 

B1d Cannot be Zero: Maximum Number Calendar View

Step 2: Fill up 
calendar days for 
drug use. Start by 
filling days where 
alcohol was used. 

Step 1: To determine the 
highest number for B1d, 
begin filling up calendar 
days for Alcohol Use, first. 

EXAMPLE #7 
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Question B1d – Both Alcohol and 
drugs (on the same day)

Illegal drug use (16 days) Alcohol use (15 days) 

B1d Cannot be Zero: Maximum Number Calendar View

B1d = 15 Days

EXAMPLE # 7
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Question B1d – Both Alcohol and 
drugs (on the same day)

Illegal drug use (16 days) Alcohol use (15 days) 

B1d Cannot be Zero: Between Minimum 
and Maximum Number Calendar View

B1d = 12 Days

B1d does not have to 
be the minimum or 

maximum number of 
days for usage on both 

days – it can be 
between the two 

numbers. 

EXAMPLE # 8
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Key to Avoid B1d (Both Alcohol and Drug Use on the Same Day) Discrepancies

• Remember the B1d formula: 
B1a + B1c – 30. If B1a + B1c is 
more than 30, B1d must (at 
least) be 30 less than the sum 
of the formula. 

• Actively engage in the interv iew. 

• If B1a or B1c is 30, B1d must be 
the lower number of the two 
numbers. Example: If B1a is 30 
and B1c is 15, B1d = 15.  

• Utilize a 30-day month calendar 
to assist with understanding 
alcohol and drug use. Some of 
us are v isual learners. 

If a GPRA survey is 
submitted and the 
alcohol discrepancies 
were not avoided, the 
survey will be returned to 
the provider for 
corrections. 
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Question B2 – Detailed Drug Use

The intent of this question 
is to gather information 
about how the client 

typically uses illegal drugs. 

If more than one 
route is chosen for 

drugs listed, 
choose the one 

that is most often 
used. 
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Question B2 – Detailed Drug Use

Drugs Counted as Illegal

• Illegal Drugs
• Unprescribed use of prescription 

medication
• Misuse of prescribed medication 
• Misuse of over-the-counter products
• Use of tobacco by someone younger 

than 18 years old

• Marijuana – Whether prescribed or not, 
should be counted as illegal. Federal 
law does not recognize use of 
prescribed marijuana. 
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Question B1c                  Question B2  

Question B1c is 
directly related to 

Question B2.

Question B2 can 
be considered a 
more detailed 

version of 
Question B1c.

Illegal Drug Use
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Question B1c                  Question B2  

The number of days 
reported for drug use in 
Question B1c must be 
consistent with what is 

reported in Question B2

Illegal Drug Use
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Reported Drug Use in B1c, 
not found in B2

EXAMPLE # 1

Example Breakdown

Question B1c = 20

Question B2a = 10
Question B2c3 = 5

Question B Cumulative Drug Use = 15

20 days of drug use 
was not reported in 
Question B2, which 

means the responses 
are inconsistent.

20           15
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Question B1c                  Question B2  

Zero Days of Reported 
Drug Use in B1c, but 

reported in B2

EXAMPLE # 2

Example Breakdown

Question B1c = 0

Question 2b (marijuana) = 20 

If marijuana use is 20 days, 
Question B1c should have 

been 20 days, not zero.
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Reported Drug Use in B1c, 
found in B2

EXAMPLE # 3

Example Breakdown

Question B1c = 20

Question B2a = 10
Question B2c3 = 5
Question B2g3 = 5

Collectively, 20 days of drug 
use were reported in Question 

B2. I t is not necessary to 
calculate, but if calculating 

gives you the sum of Question 
B1c, it passes the quality 

assurance rev iew. 
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Question B2                    Question B3

If the client reported a route 
being 4 or 5 in Question B2, 

Question B3 cannot be no. It 
contradicts the previous 

code.  

EXAMPLE #1
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Question B2                    Question B3

If the client reported a route 
being 4 or 5 in Question B2, 

Question B3 should be ‘yes’.

EXAMPLE #2
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Question B2                    Question B3

If the client did not 
report a route being 4 or 

5 in Question B2, 
Question B3 cannot be 
‘yes’. It contradicts the 

previous code.  

EXAMPLE #3
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

SECTION B directly 
connects to three 

questions in SECTION C: 
3, 4, and 5. 

SECTION B                    SECTION C
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

If all responses for Question 
B1 are 0, SECTION C, 
Questions 3, 4, and 5 

should be ‘Not Applicable’ 
as prompted in brackets.

Zero Days of Alcohol/Drug Use
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

The client reported zero days 
of drug and alcohol use; 

therefore, Questions C3, C4, 
and C5 are Not Applicable 

to the client. 

Zero Days of Alcohol/Drug Use
EXAMPLE #1 
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

If the client’s response is ‘Not 
at all’ when drug and 

alcohol us reflect ‘0’, staff 
should record the response 

as ‘Not Applicable’

Choose this one

Zero Days of Alcohol/ Drug Use

EXAMPLE #2 
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

‘Not Applicable’ cannot be 
selected when alcohol or drug 

use was reported. Only select the 
response the client chose from: 

Not at all
Somewhat

Considerably
Extremely

Alcohol or Drug Use Reported
EXAMPLE #3 
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Key to Avoid  SECTION B SECTION C Discrepancies

• Always read words in brackets –
they assist with accurate 
responses.

• SECTION C: Questions 3, 4, and 5 
should only reflect Not 
Applicable if the client did NOT 
report alcohol or drug use. 

If a GPRA survey is 
submitted and the 
alcohol discrepancies 
were not avoided, the 
survey will be returned to 
the provider for 
corrections. 
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

SECTION B                    SECTION E

Question E4 
prompts the 

interviewer to 
cross-check 
the response 
to E4 with the 
response to 

B1c.

B1c cannot be 
greater than E4. 

The intent of Question E4 is to 
determine how many days 

the client committed a 
crime in the past 30 days. 
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

SECTION B                    SECTION E

Question B1c 
reflects the 
client used 
illegal drugs 
for five days.  

Using illegal drugs is a crime. 

Example #1
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

SECTION B                    SECTION E

Since the client 
admitted to using 
illegal drugs five 
times, E4 should 
be equal to or 

greater than B1c.

Example # 1
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

SECTION B                    SECTION E

As prompted in E4 
brackets, the response 
to this question can be 
greater than B1c. The 

client could have 
committed crimes other 
than using illegal drugs. 

Example # 2
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

SECTION B                    SECTION E

As prompted in E4 brackets, 
the response to this question 
can be equal to or greater 

than B1c. In this example, E4 
is less than B1c. The response 
to E4 in this example will not 
pass the quality review from 

DBH. 

Example # 3

Read Brackets
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Key to Avoid Question B1c Question E4 Discrepancies

• Always read words in brackets –
they assist with accurate 
responses.

• Remember, using illegal drugs is 
a crime. 

• Question B1c cannot be more 
than Question E4.

• Question E4 can be equal to or 
greater than B1c.

If a GPRA survey is 
submitted and the 
alcohol discrepancies 
were not avoided, the 
survey will be returned to 
the provider for 
corrections. 
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SECTION B: DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE – B1a, B1b1 and B1b2
Discrepancies to Avoid

Key to Avoid GPRA Survey Discrepancies: SECTION B, SECTION C, and SECTION E

• Utilize this presentation to assist with 
conducting GPRA interv iews. 

• Refer to GPRA formulas included in this 
presentation: plug in each client’s 
response in the formula to ensure 
responses are discrepancy-free.  

• Always read words in brackets – they 
assist with accurate responses.

• Remember, using illegal drugs is a crime. 

• Be mindful of questions referencing the 
past 30 days – responses to these 
questions must be consistent.

If a GPRA survey is 
submitted and the 
alcohol discrepancies 
were not avoided, the 
survey will be returned to 
the provider for 
corrections. 
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GPRA Alcohol and Drug Use

For questions regarding this presentation, please contact the DBH State Opioid Response Team 
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